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SERMON. 


Job ii. 10. 


WHAT? SHALL WE RECEIVE GOOD AT THE HAND OF GOD, 
AND SHALL WE NOT RECEIVE EVIL? 72 


T is not long ſince we were called together, by the 
voice of public authority, upon an occaſion very dif- 
ferent from the purpoſe of our preſent afſembling*. Then, 
it was to acknowledge the good we had received at the 
hand of God: at this time, we are called together, by 
roclamation of our gracious Sovereign, to uncover our 
ads before the great God, and to worſhip him, under 
the preſſure of afflicting providences. "A | 
But, let us not forget the good we have received. The 
remembrance of the good will help us to bear the evil: It 
will either lighten the burden, or give us ſtrength to ſul- 
tain it. In truth, they only, who are thankful for the 
good, will patiently endure the evil: They only. who ſee 
and acknowledge God's merciful providences, will bear up 
under the weight of affliction, and yield themſelves ſub- 
miſſively to his righteous judgments. 141 
It is a ſenſe of mercies received, a ſenſe of God's par- 
doning love, and of our intereſt in the divine favor, pro- 
duced by a lively faith in Jeſus Chrift, which is the ſprin 
of all chriſtian virtues. We love him, becauſe he fi 
loved us: and we patiently endure the croſs, becauſe 
Chrift bore it for us. 85 | A 
1 will, therefore, endeavour to make you ſenſible of the 
good you have received; of the many bleſſings poured, 
forth upon you in this happy land. —I will endeavour to 
put you into good humour, and into good humour with 


„Nov. 29, 1798, the day ee Wi for a General Thankſgiving. 
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one 
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one another; and, to make you thankful to that gracious 
providence, which has diſtinguiſhed you above all other 
people. 'And think not, that this attempt is inconſiſtent 

- with a ſolemn faſt. Sullen diſcontent is as improper to 
N genuine humiliation before God, as revellings, faſtings, 
and drunkenneſs. Think you, that faſtings and humilia» 
tion conſiſt in bowing down the head as @ bulruſi, and in 
ſpreading ſackcloth and aſbes under us? Wilt thou call this a 
faſt, and an acceptable day unto the Lord? No: let a ſenſe of 
your obligations to God, and ſincere thankfulneſs for the 
good you have received at his hand, accompany your acts 
of humiliation, or they will be no better than the mur- 
murxings and clamours'of an impatient ſpirit. 
There is not another nation in the world, which, under 
any other form of government, has enjoyed a” greater 
ſhare of political good, of earthly comforts, of ſecurity 
and freedom; nor a' greater ſhare of religious privileges. 
There is no other nation, in which the various orders of 
ſociety are fo 1 and in which the advantages of 
rank are ſo widely diffuſed. . 
Here, no one can poſſeſs any authority, or privilege, or 
dignity, or wealth, the benefit of which does not extend 
its happy influence upon all the inferior ranks. And, 
there is a ladder, in the conſtitucion of this country, by 
which the loweſt may climb to 28 poſts of honor 
and authority. if aided by natural and acquired abilities, 
by ſkill and induſtry. fathers of half the Houſe of 
Lords, a few generations back, were in the inferior orders, 
in trade, or of ſome profeſſion: And, there are many in 
this neighbourhood; who have riſen, from a low degree, to 
Teat conſideration and wealth; and, ſome of them you 
ow, whoſe whole efiate, within your own memory, con- 
ſiſted in their hands and their induſtry. } 13 
There is no other country, in which the nobility are 
aced at ſo ſmall a remove from their fellow ſubjects; and 
in which they fo equally ſhare with the inferior orders in 
bearing the common burdens of theſtate. | 


- 


There is no impenetrable barrier between the nobles 
and commons. No one, in this happy land, is excluded 

from ſocial intercourſe with his ſuperiors, or with thoſe 
88 ; iS who 
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who move in the higheſt ſphere, excepting only by per- 
ſonal and accidental diſqualifications, + +, Ti 
There is no invincible obſtacle to-inter-marriages be- 
tween the nobles and plebeians. Alliances of this fort 
e happening. and, the younger branches of noble 
families ſinking into the maſs of the commonalty, connect 
the different orders. W 
The middling orders, people of education, people of 
eaſy and independent fortunes, are very numerous in this 
country. They cannot be matched, in any other 
country, either for their number, or for the reſpectability 
of their character. They riſe by imperceptible gradations, 
and meet in the nobility; and deſcend with the ſame eaſy 
gradations to the peaſants and mechanics. tit 
Theſe middling ranks of the people have multiplied in 
proportion to the increaſing” proſperity and wealth of the 
nation; and, are a ſure evidence of its proſperity and 
wealth; and, at once, its ornament, its riches, and 
Ats Rren gt. e l ee e 
And thus, by affinity, by blood, by family connections, 
by mutual intereſts, by ſimilarity of maMers and cuſtoms, 
and by friendſhip, as well as by ſubjection to the ſame 
laws, the higheſt: orders are connected with the loweſt, 
forming one perfect whole, the body politic, ſo tempered 
together, by mutual relations and common-intereſts, that, 
if one order in ſociety ſuffer, the other orders muſt ſuffer 
with it; or, if one be honored, or rejoice, the other or- 
ders ſhall participate in the public good. 
Here, trade is honorable. | It is our glory. Here. it 
has flouriſhed. more than in any other country. It has 
been thenurſe. if not the parent, of our civil liberties, It 
is the ſqurce of almoſt inexbauſtible reſources and power; 
and gives to Britain the rank ſhe holds amongſt the fur- 
rounding nations. Our merchants are princes; and, our 
traffickers are the honorable of the earth. | 
Here, whatever be people's talents, they are ſureto find 
employment, to the advantage of the poſſeſſors of them, 
if they be proportionably prudent and induſtrious. | 
Here, every one's perſon is ſecured by law; and, every 
one may enjoy his fortune, Ron the fruits of his ay 
3 18 
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his induſtry and ſkill, with the moſt perfect freedom; and, 
with a ſecurity that cannot be found out of fociety, and 
not, in an equal degree, in any other ſociee p. 
Here. every one may ſpeak what he will, and do what he 
will, without any other reſtraint than this, that he do not 
injure another by the abuſe of this freedom. 
Here, juſtice is adminiſtered with greater impartiality 

than in any other nation. | C 
In this land of true freedom, there can be no ſecret im- 
priſonments, nor puniſhments inflicted in ſecret, by thoſe 
in power. No one can be long detained in priſon under 
imputed guilt; nor be tried and found guilty without a 
double jury: firſt, a grand jury of the moſt' independent 
men of his county; without whom, no man can be put 
upon his trial; and then, a jury compoſed of his equals, 
whoſe unanimous yerdift muſt condemn him. before ever 
the judge can pronounce the ſentence of the law. | 
Here, the king cannot form an opinion. or decide upon 
a meaſure of government, which ſhall affect his ſubjects, 
but by and with the advice of his counſellors; nor can he 
do a ſingle act, but through thoſe counſellors, and by his 
miniſters, his judges, his officers, and ſervants, who are 
accountable with their heads, their fortune, and perſonal 
freedom, for every meaſure and act of government in the 
exerciſe of the regal authority and power; and, in their 
private capacity, the ſervants of the crown, are as ſubject 
to the laws, as any of the moſt private perſons in the 
nation.— The higheſt offices have the higheſt degree of 
. reſponſibility attached to them; and the higheſt delin- 
2 may ſuffer capital puniſhment, even for the advice 
they officially give to the crown; and yet, the throne re- 
main unſhaken, and the government neither overturned 
nor changed. For, as the king cannot form a reſolution, 
nor do a ſingle act of government, but by and with the ad- 
vice of his privy council, and through his miniſters, there- 
fore the perſon of his majeſty is held molt ſacred; he can- 
not fin againſt the laws, againſt the conſtitution, nor againſt 
the legal rights of his people. But the great officers of 
ſtate, and the ſubordinate miniſters of juſtice, who are the 
diſpenſers of the executive power of the crown, are reſ- 
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ponſible for the application of that power: and any, 
meaneſt of his majeſty's ſubjects, may proſecute them in 
our courts of law, and contend againſt that higheſt autho- 
rity, in.its application to themſelves, if they think it is ap 
lied contrary to law, or ſtrained beyond the ſpirit of the 
w—A moſt wiſe and happy conſtitution, to ſecure and 
preſerve the intereſts and the peace of the nation!!! 
And here, neither can war be maintained, nor the army 
ſupported, for a ſingle year, even in times of peace; nor 
can a. mite be taken from the ſubjects on any pretence 
whatever, but by and with the advice and conſent of the 
at council of the nation aſſembled in parliament. 
 - Here, in this land of true freedom, humanity; learning, 
the arts and ſciences, and religion, have long fixed their 
reſidence And here, may they ever flouriſh and abound! 
Here, the light of revelation ſhines abroad; and, in a 
greater or leſs — . enlightens every one with tbe true 
nowledge of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt, The eſtabliſhed 
religion of this country is purely chriſtian. Chriſt is ſe 
forth crucified among us, the hope of glory, 1 
Every one, who can read an Englith book, may read 
thoſe holy Scriptures, which were given by inſpiration of Gad, and 
whick are able to make a man wiſe unto: Salvation through faub 
which is in Chriſt Feſus. And, in this land of religious 
freedom, no one is compelled, either to profeſs, or to be- 
lieve, or to do any thing, as neceſſary to his ſalvati 
which he does not find plainly declared in theſe ſacr 
Scriptures. | EN t | 
Four portions of the Scriptures are publicly read, in 
our religious aſſemblies, every Sunday mos and. twa 
portions, every Sunday ia the afternoon, This public 
reading the Scriptures is a preaching of the goſpel, and 
the pureſt of all preaching. And, this preaching the goſ - 
pel is in every church and chapel in the kingdom, on 
every Sunday throughout the year. 
Ihe ſacraments, in all eſſential points, are duly admi- 
niſtered, in this Church of England, according to Chriſt's 
ordinance. And, the adminiſtration of the ſacraments is 
another method of preaching the goſpel. And, in this 
way, the goſpel is W to the ches of the people, 
14 | q* 
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more purely than any one, by his own interpretation 
of the Scriptures, can preach it, in the-pulpit, to the 
people's ears. B oh FOO 
And then, all the great doctrines of revelation; all the 
grand, peculiar, and diſtinguiſhing doctrines of Chriſ- 
tianity ; are ſo interwoven in every part of the common 
prayers, and creeds, and offices, of the Church of Eng- 
and: in which the precious name of Jeſus Chriſt occurs 
fo often, almoſt in every ſentence, and in which the goſ- 
pel is ſo plainly and fully expreſſed; that we may ſay, and 
truly ſay, the goſpel it preached, the word of God #5 
pProclaimed, in the hearing of every one, in every pariſh 
church all over the kingdom, every Sunday; and much 
oftener in a great many of our churches. And, by the 
| goſpel, I do not mean only what is nEceſſary to be known 
and believed, but alſo what is to be done and practiſed by 
every one for his preſent comfort, and peace, and his 
J.. We en 
The advantages derived from the eftablifhed Church are 
exceedingly great. You may eaſily judge of theſe advan- 
tages, by conſidering a moment, what would be the con- 
ſequence of a diſſolution of this eſtabliſhment. Take 
away the authority of the Biſhops; remove the articles 
and injun&ions ; aboliſh the obligation of obſerving the 
Lord's Day ; aboliſh the liturgy's — no preſcribed 
order of ſervice; let every pariſh ele& their own miniſter 
and maintain him juſt as they pleaſe; let there be no or- 
der preſcribed to any man, no eccleſiaſtical law to direct 
or control him; let every miniſter do what he liſt, ſpeak 
what he will in the congregation, and alter what he will, 
exempted from all controlment of Biſhop, Magiſtrate, and 
Prince; and you will then have as many kinds of religion 
as there are pariſhes, as many ſects as miniſters, and a 
church miſerably torn in pieces, with mutability and di- 
verſity of opinions, and a religious war in almoſt every 
ariſh ; the conſequence of which will be a general con- 
tempt of all religion,” and a degree of ignorance, and pro- 
& faneneſs, and licentiouſneſs, which will make it a curle to 
| every ſober man to live amongſt you. e icy 
\ This is not a vain ſuppoſition. I have deſcribed which 
* * which 
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which have been 338 though not in the degree de- 
ſcribed, yet actually produced, by extending the Act of 
Toleration beyond its original limits, which has deprived 
the Church of England of all power of exerciſing whole- 
ſome diſcipline and, theſe effects, thus vroduckk prove, 
by the evidence of actual experience, that all the other 
effects, to the full extent which I have deſcribed, would 
certainly follow the diſſolution of the eſtabliſned church. 
I therefore mention with confidence, the great importance 
and advantage of this eſtabliſhment, as one of the great 
bleſſings with which this. nation is ſo highly favoured. — 
If the light of revelation ; if the doſtrines of Chriſtianity ; 
if order, learning, liberality of ſentiment, honor, and 
- conſcience; be of any importance, either to the political 
happineſs of the nation, or to the eternal happineſs of 
mankind, let this bulwark remain; let this. eſtabliſhment 
be ſupported, and perpetually endure. | 
I will now remind you of the multitude of charitable 
inſtitutions in this happy land. Here is the greateſt vari- 
ety of charities, tothe unfortunate, to the maimed, to the 
ſick, to the poor—princely charities—I may ſay, un- 
bounded charities*. In this country, the poor cannot 
ſuffer unpitied, unrelieved. And, if they be not perfectly 
relieved, it is not the fault of our humane laws, nora 
defect of ny. but is a neceffary conſequence of the 
imperfection of all human inſtitutions; and, in part, a 
conſequence of the people's own imprudence, and of the 
neceſſity there is that the natural diſcouragements of vice 
ſhould not abſolutely be taken away. e HS. 
Let me now mention our natural advantages. 
Where is there a country, which poſſeſſes a more fruit- 
ful foil? Where is there one, which feeds ſuch innume- 
rable flocks of ſheep? or, which has ſheep, that can rival 
ours in the excellence of their qualities? Where are to be 


* An Eſtimate, by P. Co:2vnovun, Eſq. of the legal aſſeſſments, and 
voluntary contributions for the poor, in London, and the adjoining 
pariſhes, together with the benevolent Inſtitutions and Eſtabliſhments 
for their comfort and convenience, and the addition of private Cha- 

rities, amount to the expence of Eight Hundred and Thirty Thou- 
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ſound ſuch numerous berds of the fineſt cattle ? Where 


are ſuch rich paſtures, and ſuch fruitful corn fields? or 
where is there a country in fo high a ſtate of cultivation? 
Where can you go and find à country, which more 


abounds with the neceſſaries of liſe; or, in which thoſe 


neceſſaries are more within the reach of the loweſt of the 


le? or, in which an equal proportion can be found 


Kall thoſe things, which adminiſter to the convenience, 
the pleaſure, the elegance, and the luxury of its inhabi- 
tants? Where is the climate, or the country in the world, 
in which people can walk abroad, or work in the open air, 
more days in the year than in Great Britain this favor · 


ed Iſland ! which, moated round by the ocean, girded bx 
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a munition of rocks, and happily divided from the world, is 


ſecured by ker polition, as well as by ſpecial providence, 
from the invaſion of her enemies—while her ports receive 
and ſend abroad all the ſuperfluities, which bountiful na- 
ture has given to her. inhabitants, and all that art, and 
{kill,- and induſtry can manufacture, to be returned again 
with rich intereſt in money, the balance of trade, and in 
all that is worth our acceptance of the produce of every 
park af the rtl 3 N 

1 have not {kill in political arithmetic, to calculate a 
expreſs the wealth of this nation: but, this I know,” 
does not conſiſt in millions locked up in iron cheſts and 
buried in vaults and cellars—it does not conſiſt in the 
quantity of caſh, but, in that which is far better, in ili 
quick circulation, diffued every where, and flowing through 
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all orders and ranks of the people, and abiding with none; 


yet, depoſiting a portion of advantage, a rate of intereſt, 
in the pockets of all, and of every one, who uſe it, and 


through whoſe hands any of it paſſes. 1 
Nor does the wealth of the nation conſiſt in the num 
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ber of acres, nor in the property which ſome have in them, 


who, by legal right, call them their own eſtates: but, it 


confiſts rather, in the intereſt, which the whole body of 
the people have in theſe acres; in the advantage, which 
every one derives from them; and, in the transferable te- 
nure of landed property ; circulating indeed more flowly 


than caſh, or than any other part of the national ſtock ; 
. 6.4 
yet 
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yet circulating, ſo as to encourage great exertions of in- 
duſtry, and remaining only ſo far fixed, as to encourage 
prudent care, and | 65 management, and foreſight,” in 

in Wye: | 


providing for the riſing generation. 
Envy not thoſe, who ride in coaches; they have onl 

the convenience of riding in them: but, conſider the mul- 
titude of people provided for in keeping theſe conveni- 
encies; and the multitude of induſtrious families, which 
derive a more ſolid advantage from building them, and 
in preparing the materials of which they are built. Envy 
not Lords of Manors and proprietors of eſtates : they 
can eat no more than other people—but, reflect what 
multitudes ſhare. with them in the rents of theſe eſtates; _ 
and what innumerable families are maintained by the cul- 
tivation of the lands, and by their produce, and then you 
will ſee, that no man has any abſolute property in any 
thing; that every thing is Proprium in Commune, a common 
proprietary; and, that the richeſt men in the nation, are 
the inliruments of- providence, to diſtribute wealth, and 
maintenance, to hundreds, and thouſands, yea, and mil- 
lions, of their fellow ſubjects, and in ſuch a way, as beſt 
conduces to the induſtry, to the health, and to the moral 
character of the nation. | 9 
The ſcheme of abſolute equality is abſolutely imprac- 
ticable in civil ſociety ; and, every approach towards it 
is an approach towards the equality, the wild freedom, 
and the wretchedneſs of ſavages. A diviſion of property, 
equally diſtributed to the inhabitants of this country, 
would not give them half the advantages, half the degree 
of intereſt, which they now poſſeſs in all the wealth and 
eſtates of this nation. And, to prefer ſuch an equality, 
would be preferring a weariſome extended level, a dead 
flat, a wild common, fens and bogs, to à country diverſi- 
fied with hills and dales, with woods and lawns, and fruit- 
ful fields, and ſprings, and rivers. It would be preferring 
that kind of air, which  extinguiſhes light and life, to the 
common atmoſphere; which, though compounded of 
various materials, and ſome of them ſeparately noxious, 
is generally ſalubrious to all that breathe and all that 


live. 
And 
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And now, I will ſay, look round the world; and let the 
rich, or let the poor, if they can, find another country 
which may rival yours. I am ſpeaking of Great Britain, 
which is, either the admiration, or the envy, of all Eu- 
rope the richeſt, the freeſt; and oh! if you knew your 
ON ee you would ſay, The happieſt country in the 
Wor ta, ; . ar 2374 e | 7} 
But, to whom, or to what, muſt we aſcribe all the poli- 
tical good, all the natural advantages, and all the religi · 
ous privileges, with which the nation is bleſſed? We 
are not the worſhip of a dark fate, nor of a blind 
chance. We acknowledge that the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth in the kingdoms of men; and, that He giveth 
them to whom He will. He formed all things. It was 
his hand which planted us in this fruitful ſoil: and his 
gracious providence it was, which produced all our poli- 
tical and religious advantages. There are. indeed, ſub- 
ordinate cauſes of things. But, what are all theſe ſubor- 
dinate cauſes, in relation to the ſupreme Ruler of the 
univerſe? In his hand, they are inſtruments and means, 
by which. he accompliſhes the counſels of his ſovereign will. 
Both riches and honour come of thee, O Lord ; and, Thoureigneſt 
over all, | 
Thus have we received good at the Lord's hand; and, 
Hall we not receive evil? ; | | 
_ Furſt, let me aſk, can evil be excluded from this world, 
or from any part of it, or from any condition in it ? Per- 
fection will not conſiſt with a tranſitory ſtate of things. 
There can be no political perfe&ion, and no natural per- 
fection, in any country, or climate, of the world. Reli- 
gion itſelf does not produce perfection here; but is a ſtate 
of diſcipline preparatory to that perfection, which muſt 
be waited for, and found in a future ſtate. | 5 
To murmur, becauſe evil is ever mixing with good, in 
this world, is little better than ſaying to God, - why. ht 
thou made me thus? and, is as fooliſh as it is wicked —fooliſh ; 
not only becauſe ſuch murmuring is in vain; but, becauſe 
it may be better for us, to be ſometimes in the houſe of 
mourning, than to dwell always in the houſe of joy.— To 
murmur, becauſe evil is mixing with our good, is like 
| murmur- 


| (13) 
ſhining day. Would it be for our advantage, to have per- 


petual ſunſhine? Are not the darkneſs of night; and 


clouds and rain; and, in our climate, froſt and ſnow, as 
- neceſſary to us, as the brighteſt, the faireſt, and the warm- 
eſt weather? and, the gentle breezes—are they more pro- 
pitious to nature's health than purifying ſtorms ? . 

To murmur, becauſe the conſtitution, and laws, and 
government of this country, do not produce perfect feli- 
city, is murmuring at what muſt happen, let the conſtitu- 
tion, and laws, and government, be what they may. 
There may be 4% political happineſs and freedom in an- 
other conſtitution, and under other laws and government; 
but, it ſeems to be mere preſumption to expect greater; 
becauſe, in any other form of things, a greater degree of 
political happineſs and liberty was never yet enjoyed by 
any people. And yet, it is only upon this preſumption, 
that political enthuſiaſts ground their ſpeculations. - 

e want a reform, ſay ſome: but, what reform? Not 
of things, ſurely ! but, of men: not of the eſſential forms 
of our conſtitution, our laws, and government; but, of 
our ewn conduct. Half the poverty of r in this 
kingdom, and much more than half, is the effect of vice ; 
and is not to be attributed either to misfortune, or to the 
external ſtate of the country. And, nine tenths of the 
inconveniencies, or faults, of which reſtleſs politicians 
are complaining, have no neceſſary relation: to the conſti- 
tution, the laws and government; but, to their own, and 
other people's vices. They have more advantages, and 
greater privileges, than their prejudices, and temper, and 
[elfih deſigns, will ſuffer them to enjoy. They might be 
as happy as man can be in this world. They have 
ay thing within their reach, that a good man can de- 

ICs . n | | 

We want a reform is ſtill their cry—and, I will ſhew 
you what reform. We have been corrupted by proſpe- 
rity, and want principle: we want conſcience: we want 
a temper and practice congenial with the conſtitution, 
and laws, and government of our country—we want 
religion within ourlelves agreeing with the A 


„„ 
liſhed religion we want eyes to ſee, and hearts to enjoy, 
the good we have already. If we want a true reforma- 
tion“ {aid the learned (Cudworih, when preaching to 
the parliament in 1647, Let us begin here, in reform- 
ing our hearts and lives. All outward forms and models 
© of reformation, though they be never ſo good in their 
kind, yet they are of little worth to us, without this 
% inward reformation. of the heart. Tin and lead, or any 
„ other baſer metal, if it be caſt into never fo. good A 
mould, and made up into never ſo elegant a figure: 
« yet it is but tin and lead Mlill;- it is the ſame metal it 
% was before. And, if we be moulded into never ſo good 
1 form of outward goverument, unleſs we new mould 
« our hearts within too, we are but little the better than 
« we were before.” The ale | TO 
This is the one thing needful; the only reform neceſ- 
fſary to make us happy. Let us receive our good at the 
hand of God; that is, let us open our eyes to ſee the 
good we have already, and to ſee that it is indeed the gift 
of God, that we may enjoy it with thankfulneſs. And, 


with the ſame piety, let us receive the evil, as his ap- 


pointment; the appointment of his wiſe and good, his 
righteous and merciful providence. | 
It is not without much pain, I hear the impious and im- 
patient murmurings of people, complaining of the war, 
and the ſcarcity of bread ; imputing them to theſe or 
thoſe, to this or that cauſe, without any regard to the 
providence of Almighty God, and as if God had no hand 
n dire&ing theſe evils to us. I would aſk, are you quite 
ſure, that this war could have been avoided ? or, if avoid- 
ed., that a worſe thing, and a worſe war, would not have 
happened? Do you imagine, if the helm of the ſtate had 
been in your hand. or in the hand of any one you would 
appoint to manage it, that your diminutive wiſdom and 
Mill could have ſteered, or cauſed the veſſel to be ſteered, 
clear of the rocks on one ſide, and of the quickſands on 
the other? Vain preſumption! Know this, O man, 
there is a God, who judgeth the earth; and, conſider well, 
- whether thy arrogant preſumption and unthankfulneſs, 
thy atheiſtical politics, thy contewpt of the goſpel, of 
25 the 
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the'diſhonour taſt upon the religion of Jeſus hy thy e 


nal, or thy contentious profeſſion of it, have not contris 


buted to that maſs of wickednels, - which provoked thoſe 
jogwenl which now are the fubject of thy impious and 
wpatient murmu rings. Nee 
Lou think this war could have been avoided—but, it 
has been God's providence, that it ſhould aer be avoided. 
He claims to himfelf the active power of producing this 
evil. He cauſeth the ſtormy winds to ariſe, which liſt up 
thoſe mighty billows that daſli againſt ſinful nations. He 
hath appointed you to ſuffer this evil. Receive it at the 
hand of God. 1 5 F 
But you do not fee his hand- No: nor do you ſee” it 
in the preſent dearth of proviſion. Lou talk of bakers, 
millers, badgers. farmers ; as if the blame belonged wholly 
tothem—but, you forget the wet and cold ſpring; the 
wet and cold ſummer ; the wet, cold, and long harveſt 
feaſon. Who cauſed theſe? and; if the bakers, millers, 
badgers, and farmers, are in any degree to be blamed ; 
yet, by whoſe permiſſion and providence do they increaſe 
the evil? Do you not know that war, famine; and peſti- 
lence, by whatever means produced, are the ſore judg- 
ments of Almighty God? And ſhould you not conſider 
this evil of a partial famine, a mere. ſcarcity, or rather 
dearneſs, of proviſion; and, that other evil of a long pro- 
trated war; as a neceſſary part of your trial and proba- 
tion; as correRions of your faults, and puniſhments of 
your ſins? And, ſhould you not humble yourſelves un- 
der the mighty hand of God, and ſay, ſhall we receive 
good at the Lord's hand, and ſhall we not receive evil? 
That you may receive the evil with the more perfect 
ſubmiſſion, I muſt point out the Aa, good, which has 
accompanied the preſent evils and moderated them. 5 
Since the commencement of this war, your enemies 
made ſure of carrying the war into the heart of this coun- 
try, or into the ſiſter-kx ingdom, Ireland ; which, perhaps, 
in the end,. would have been equally fatal to us, if they 
had ſucceeded. They made ſure of overturning the go- 
vernment of this country, either by force, or ſtratagem, 
or by poiſoning-your Engliſh minds, They made * 
. Or ' 
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of annihilating the trade and independence of Great Bri - 
tain. That we have been in no great danger of theſe 
evils, cannot be aſſerted. But, the band of providence 
has ſpared and preſerved us: For, ſuch was the danger, 
that neither the ocean moating us round, nor the muni- 
tion of our rocks, nor our wooden walls and brave mariners, 
could have ſaved us, if the Lord himſelf had not been on 
our ſide. By many very critical interpoſitions of provi- 
dence; by many timely, extraordinary, and almoſt mira - 
culous elcapes and victories, we have been delivered, and 
the ſword has not paſſed through our land. We are now 
delivered, even from the fear of this evil. The hands of 
overnment are ſtrengthened: and, our commerce and 
trade, which the 7 ſought by all means to deſtroy, 
and particularly by ſhutting up the avenues through 
which your merchandiſe mull paſs into foreign countries, are 
now in a flouriſhing condition, excepting only in ſome 
articles which adminiſter to the vanities. and luxuries of 
mankind. And the internal peace and proſperity of the 
nation, compared with the miſery of other neighbouring 
ſtates and nations, is ſuch an advantage, and ſuch a miti- 
gation of the evil, as ought to ſhut every murmuring and 
complaining mouth... - E e n 
- Imagination is apt to produce unreaſonable fears, by 
magnifying 8 their real proportion. And, 
I truſt, it may be found at length, that the failure of our 
laſt crops has been repreſented with exaggeration. Of good, 
ſound, perfect, and undamaged corn, no doubt, there 
is a great deficiency: but, not ſo great in the quan- 
tity of corn in general. The deficiency of that which is 
ſound and good, muſt needs occaſion an accumulated price, 
and render every other ſort of grain and proviſion uncom- 
monly dear: for while every one is eager to purchaſe that 
which is good, and the quantity demanded exceeds the 
quantity in the market, the price will infallibly increaſe in 
proportion to the eagerneſs of purchaſers; and the in- 
creaſed price of that which is of the firſt quality, will of 
courſe be extended to every other ſort of grain. This is 
always the condition of trade, whatever be the commo- 


dity. But, let us not be diſheartened: this evil, I Wag 
: I 
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will not be of long duration. Our ſhips 8s will bring ſom: 
relief from foreign markets: and, the dampneſs 54 the 
ſtraw, when put together; and the imperfection of the 
grain in ripening, and the damage it received by the wer- 
nels of the haryeſt, will foon force the farmers to th 
it out in haſte, will prevent the hoarding it, and will fill 
the markets, and reduce the price. eee 
One advantage is derived from the high price of corn, 
when there is a Icarcity ; and it is a real advantage even to 
the poor. It forces us to uſe economy, and to co 15 | 


our bread more barung tand this will cauſe the | 
corn to laſt ſo much the longer. And, it has given oc WM | 
to prove, what was allerte in the former art of this dif» 
courle, that there is an union of intereſts, in all orders 
and ranks of people in this (ant, ſo that the poor can- 
not ſuffer unpitied, unrelieved. All perfons of rank and 
ability have drawn forth their ſouls to the hungry, and, by 
great exertions and charitable contributions, bave 990 
t 


vided relief for their neceſſitous brethren. One me 
of relieving the poor has been eſtabliſhed, and generally 
upon a large ſcale, in almoſt every town throughout the 
kingdom, and in many country pariſhes.—The higheſt or- 
ders of people have abridged the luxuries and der we of 
their table: they have impoſed upon themſelves a ſhort 

allowance of bread ; ſome not n any thing made of 

 wheaten flour with their dinners, and 5 e not eati 
bread three en in a week, in order to l en the aan 
tion and to reduce the price, in favour of the poor? 
Various have been the plans and ſchemes fo leſſen the 
preſent diſtreſs, and various the advice given to the poor, 
ubliſhed inall the magazines and Cs apa, and diſtri- 
uted in hand bills, and cltculated all over the country. 
And though they may not correſpond exactly with the pre- 
ſent diſtreſs, and may not always ſuit the condition of the 
in every part of the kingdom; yet, they prove the 


g any 
ſump- 


charitable zel of thoſe who contþoſed and circulated them; 
and prove that their hearts are not hardened againfl their 
vor brethten. I rejoice to ſee theſe ſtrong ſymptoms of 
10manity, and adore that gracious providence; which in- 
clines the heart of man to pity and compaſſion. And, the 
15 111 | pobr 
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poor may take encouragement from theſe ſymptoms of 
compaſſion, to hope that, though they may be pinched 
and ſuffer in the common diſtreſs, they will not be left 
deſtitute.” And thus, you ſee, good is mingled with the 
evil, and requires of you the more perfect ſubmiſſion to 
the diſpenſations of providence. _. ON 
To encourage your patience, and your hope in God, in 
regard to your preſent intereſts in this world, is the prin- 
cipal deſigu of this diſcourſe : but, I muſt deſire you to 
reflect, that there is another warfare, in which, as Chril- 
tians, we are all engaged; and the event of which will be 
of infinite importance to every one of us, Fight the good 
fight of faith : Lay hold on eternal life —And, I would defire 
you to reflect, that there is another kind of bread, of infi- 
nitely greater importance and worth, than the bread, which 
feeds our mortal bodies. It is called The bread of God, and 
The bread of life; of which a man may tat and not die, of which 
a man may eat and live for tver. The bread of God is He which 
cometh down from heaven and giveth life to the world. The bread 
which I will give, ſaid our Saviour, is my fleſh, which I will give 
for the life of the world. And, except ye eat the fleſh of the 
Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you, i. e. no 
ſpiritual life. He that eateth me, even he Hall live by me. He 
that cometh to me ſhall never hunger, and he that believeth in me 
all never thirſt, And, this is the will of him that ſent me, that 
every one which ſeeth the Son; or, who underſtands his cha- 
rafter and worth, and believeth on him, ſhould have eternal life 
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and I will rai ſe him up at the laſt day. "Io 
Theſe were our Saviour's words; what He ſaid of this 
bread of God, andof the neceſſity that every one eat of it. For 
the bread which feeds our bates, we may ſubſtitute ſome- 
thing elſe, and uſe it inſtead of this bread. But, there is no 
fubſtitute for the bread of God: unleſs we eat of this bread, 
we muſt infallibly periſh. And, no one can ſay, this brea 
is offered in ſcanty meaſure, or that it is too dear. It may 
be had without money and price. It was prepared for 4 
when Chriſt became a propitiary ſacrifice. it is offered 
zo all, in the goſpel. Eat of this bread, and live for ever. 
Contempt of this bread of God, is expreſſed by neglect- 
ing to ule it; and contempt of this bread of God is inſe- 
SR Sea Wha parably 
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parably connected with contempt of the divine govern; 
ment. Whoever is guilty of the one will never be inno- 
cent of the other. This iniquity, contempt of the divine 
government and contempt of the bread of God, has iucreaſ- 
ed to a prodigious degree, during the laſt century, in all 
orders of people, from the higheſt to the loweſt, This, 
T fear, hath produced the conſpiracy againſt the Thrones | 
of Kings and the diſtreſs of nations; hath been the meri- | 
toxious cauſe of this unprecedented war, and of this break- 
ing the ſtaff of your bread. Contempt ot the divine go- 
vernment and of the bread of life, is contempt of God 
himſelf, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. It is the greateſt fin, 
that is poſſible human beings Mould commit. It is not 
merely a corruption of Chriſtianity, but has in it the very —} 
eſſence of apoſtacy. It is à falling away from the truth and 
' ſpirit of the goſpel. It is giving 8 thing in the 
Chriſtian religion which is eſfential toit. And retainin 
the name and forms of this religion, when the truth a 
ſpirit are gone. ſerves no other purpoſe than to expoſe our 
profeſſion to the profane mockery of infidels, and our per- 
ſons to the laſt extremity of the divine vengeance. | 
Conſidering the general apoſtacy of Chriſtian Churches 
from the very truth and ſpirit of the goſpel—confidering 
that we are drawing near the end of the fixth thouſandth 
year of the world - conſidering the aſpect and figns of the 
times; and comparing them with the prophecies of the 
laſt days - there is too much awful reaſon, to apprehend that 
the times of the gentiles are fulfilled; and, that the period 
is haſtening, when the Gentile Churches ſhall be broken 
off from the olive-tree.— If theſe things are beginning to 
come to paſs, we are not yet come near to the laſt great 
criſis of our preſent troubles. There may be intermiſſions 
in ths days of vengeance: but, there are other vials of 
wrath, yet remaining, to be poured forth. God's hand, 
which no wiſdom nor power of man can force back, or 
reſiſt, is ſtretched out ſtill; and will be ſtretched out, un- 
til the 2 concerning the laſt days, ſhall be ex- 
plained by their full and final accompliſhment. 
Inſtead, therefore, of fruitleſs complainings and impatient 


murmurings, under the judgments already E og * _ | 
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which ate moderated with 2 mixture of ſo much good, ſo 
many and great mercies ; let us rather; prepare to meet 
thoſe more awful judgments, which may. be coming upon 
2 guilty. world, Let us make our peace with God, by 
_ timely and unfeigned-repentance—Let us ſecure our in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, by a true and lively faith Let us hunger 
after, and daily feed upon, the bread which endureth to 
everlaſting life—Let us live in ſuch a manner as to be pre- 
pared for all events, perfef and upright, fearing God and 
eſchewing evil; receiving good at the Lord's hand with 
thankfulneſs, and the evil with profound ſubmiſſion. 
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